
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Hello and happy springtime 

from your pal and editor in 

chief, Doc!  I'd like to start 

this issue off with some 

exciting news that has not 

even hit the airwaves yet.  A 

very cool and very rare shark 

was recently found in Japan.  

It is called the “Megamouth 

Shark” and only 35 have been 

found in the World, EVER!  

This one was a female and 

about 16 feet long. 

The elusive Megamouth Shark 

As its name suggests, this 

shark has a HUGE mouth, but 

its food of choice is anything 

but big.  These sharks are 

filter feeders (just like many 

whales.) Their diet consists of

plankton, like krill. 
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The tiny (1 inch) krill 

You might wonder how a 16 foot 

long shark can keep its belly 

full on such a tiny meal.   It’s 

because they eat a lot of krill!  

How do they round up enough, 

you may ask?  Well, megamouth 

sharks come equipped with a set 

of glow in the dark lips.  Krill 

are attracted to light just like 

moths are attracted to a porch 

light at night.  How convenient is 

that?! 

 

No one will ever accuse me, Doc, 

of having a big mouth! 

Now, as usual, I’m going to turn 

the rest of this issue of Tank 

Times over to my trusty staff 

who have put together some fun 

and interesting stories and 

topics for you.  Enjoy! 
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Featured Topic:  The wonders of Kelp 

 

See that tangle of weeds on the water surface out by  Point 

Joe?  That’s the canopy (the top) of the wondrous underwater 

kelp forest.  While it may not seem too spectacular from our 

dry-side view, it sure is important to the residence on the wet-

side!  Kelp is food and/or shelter to everything from sea 

urchins to sea otters.   

Have you had your kelp today? 

You don’t have to be a sea dweller to need kelp.  We humans 

use it in toothpaste, shampoo, ice cream and a whole lot more.  

Kelp has a substance called ‘algin’ in it that is used in many 

everyday products.  algin makes these things thick, smooth 

and creamy.  Remember that when you are brushing your teeth, 

washing you hair, or enjoying your next ice cream cone! 

          >  hint, hint....>           

Does this growing                                            It should!  It’s the         

tip of the kelp plant                                        inspiration for the  

look familiar?                             aquarium logo! 

 

 
 

Giant kelp is the 
second fastest 

growing plant on 
Earth (bamboo is the 

fastest.) Kelp can 
grow up to 1 foot a 
day and to over 100 

feet tall! 
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The Tank Times featured fish of 

the issue is the devoted foxface. 

Named for its pointy snout (see 

the pictures to the right.)   

You have a pair in the aquarium 

and they are quite a couple.  

Once they reach about 4 inches 

in length (like yours) they are 

thought to be bonded for life!   

Watch them scurry around near 

the bottom of the aquarium.  

That busy behavior is what earns 

them their other name: the 

Rabbitfish! 

 

 

News Flash! 
Bobcats in the 
neighborhood! 

Earlier this spring, a parent and 

a cub bobcat were spotted just 

on the other side of the highway 

from Pigeon point.   

One of your Mission Highlands 

neighbors was lucky enough to 

take a picture of them.  Isn’t it 

great when people and wildlife 

can live side-by-side? 

 

A face only another foxface could love.. 

 

The loyal foxface 

 

See the foxy resemblance?? 

 

 

The actual photo! 

A young bobcat will stay  with 

its mother until it is about10 

weeks old, then it will take off 

for life on its own. 

 

 
 

Hands off!! 
Despite their cute 

names and charming 
appearance, Foxface
fish are armed with 
poisonous spines in 
their fins that can 

inflict VERY painful 
wounds if they poke 

your skin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Bobcats are totally 
harmless to us 

humans, but beware 
if you are a rabbit! 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Now that we’ve touched on 

the wonders of the 

underwater kelp forest, this 

issue’s Hometown Story takes 

us down the coast a bit to a 

different kind of forest:  The 

majestic redwood forests of 

the rugged and beautiful Big 

Sur area. 

 

A Big Sur redwood forest.  

They grow to 200 feet tall! 

Walking through a grove of 

redwoods is kind of like taking 

a scuba dive through a kelp 

forest, BUT without the cold 

water!  A hike in the forest is 

always relaxing.  Redwood 

trees have a soft spongy bark 

that absorbs and softens 

noises which make the stroll 

even more tranquil. 

Hometown story—“The Redwoods of Big Sur” 

 

Look up a redwood, and then... 

look down to see the sorrel 

below.  

 

Flowering redwood sorrel 

Not much can grow under 

redwoods because of the acidic 

nature of their bark and 

foliage, but leave it to Mother 

Nature to make an exception.  

Redwood sorrel gets its name 

because it grows under the 

towering trees.   

When on a hike in the redwoods, 

try a snack of sorrel.  Its sour 

leaves and stems make a tasty 

treat.  Just make sure you wash 

them off with water first!  
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When Monterey 
was the Capital of 

a Mexican 
Province, this area 
was called ‘el sur,’

Spanish for ‘the 
South.’  Later it 
changed to ‘Big 

Sur’ named after 
the Big Sur River. 

Redwoods ‘make’ 
their own rain by 

letting fog 
condense on 

their branches.  
Then the water 

droplets fall to 
the forest floor 

and water the 
trees! 



 
 
 
 

 
 Sending greeting cards  
   to friends and family  
  is a tradition that goes  
    way back! More than  
  200 years to be exact.  
 It gained real popularity  
   in the mid 1800's. One  
       thing is for sure:  
         the first cards  
  were fine pieces of art,  
                like this! 
 

    

 

Here are some other 

fun ideas for  pop-up 

cards: 

 
Zig-zaggy teeth 

 

 
A beaky mouth 
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Craft Corner— Surprise mouth pop-up card 
Next time you want to give a 

friend a card for a special 

event, or just for fun, make 

your own.  This easy craft will 

give your friends a toothy 

surprise when they open it! 

Supplies you will need: 

• 2 pieces of paper 
(colored card-stock 
works great)  

• paste  
• scissors  
• Crayons and/or markers 

Step #1: Fold a piece of paper 
in half. Cut a line about 2 
inches long (5 cm) about the 
middle of the crease. 

Step #2: Fold back each of the 
flaps to make 2 triangles. 

Step #3: Open up the card and 
then Lay it down like a v-shape.  

Step #4: Push one of the 
triangles up and pinch the 
edges together above the card. 
Repeat with the other triangle.

Step #5: Close the card and 
push down on the folds to 
make them well-creased. When 
opened, you have a pop-up 
mouth.  

Step #6: Fold another piece of 
paper in half (a different color
looks great). Glue this new 
card to the outside of your 
pop-up card. Don't glue near 
the mouth area or it won't 
open! Let the glue dry.  
 

            Step 1          Step 2 

           

          Step 3                   Step 4 

     

       Step 5                   Step 6 

                     

Now, draw a funny or 
scary animal around the 

mouth and finish 
decorating your card. 

 

 
Sharky mouth 

 

 
Froggy mouth 
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Bobcat Maze! 
 
Try and find your way through this felines face! 
 
 

 
 
 

Bobcat  (Felis rufus) trivia: 
 

 They are named for their bobbed-off, stubby tails 
 They live to about 13 years 
 They get about as big as Fido 
 They love to eat rabbits 




